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1. GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.1. The ‘Belgian Deaf Padel Tour’ is a competition for deaf or hard-of-hearing players 

affiliated with BDC through a club. 

1.2. The Belgian Deaf Padel Tour includes tournaments in Flanders and Wallonia. 

1.3. Players earn ranking points in each tournament. The ranking points contribute to the 

Belgian Deaf Padel Tour ranking. 

2. TOURNAMENT ORGANISATION 

2.1. Each tournament must organize a MEN and a WOMEN category. 

2.2. A tournament must have 32 team spots for men and 16 for women which are divided 

into the following categories: 

 Men “A” : 8 teams 

 Men “B” : 8 teams 

 Men “C” : 16 teams 

 Women “A” : 8 teams 

 Women “B” : 8 teams 

2.3. The schedule of play must be communicated when registrations open. 

2.4. There must be at least 16 teams for men / 8 teams for women registered. Otherwise 

the tournament (men or women) will be canceled. 

2.5. All matches are played without referee. BDPT is responsible for the tournament 

organization and the players to enter all scores into the system (Tournify). 

2.6. All tournaments are contested in 1 day, either Saturday or Sunday.  

2.7. Tournaments are composed of a round robin phase (4 teams/group) followed by a final 

phase with placement for all players (no direct elimination). 

2.8. The tournament must have at least 8 courts (of which at least 6 covered). 

2.9. Out-of-court play is not allowed. 

2.10. BDPT provides new balls at the beginning of the tournament and during the 

tournament after every 5 or 6 matches (approximately 4h). 
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3. TOURNAMENT ENTRIES 

3.1. Players need to register online through the system that is used by BDPT (Tournify). 

3.2. The minimum age for players to participate is 12 years. 

3.3. Tournament registrations cost 25 Euro per player (50 Euro per pair). 

3.4. Only players who have a license from BDC are allowed to play. 

3.5. Only teams of which min. 1 player has the Belgian nationality are allowed. 

3.6. Tournament registrations open at 12h on Saturday 4 weeks before the start of the 

tournament and close at 12h on Saturday the week before the tournament. 

3.7. If the maximum number of registrations is reached, the organization will close the 

registration and open a waiting list for reserve teams. 

3.8. A team in which only 1 player is available can replace 1 player (regardless of ranking 

points) before the draw takes place. 

4. TOURNAMENT FORMAT 

4.1. In the group phase matches are played to 1 winning set first to 6. 

4.2. All matches in the final phase are played to 1 winning set first to 9. 

4.3. In case of rain or “force majeure”, the BDPT has the right to change the tournament 

system so that the tournament can be finished on time at the reserved courts. 

5. COMPOSITION OF THE GROUPS AND FINAL PHASE 

5.1. BDPT will make the groups draw via a live streaming on Facebook. 

5.2. The teams registered will be classified according to their sum of BDPT ranking points 

(ranking points player 1 + ranking points player 2) into the categories A (8 teams), B (8 

teams), C (max. 16 teams) for men and A (8 teams), B (max. 8 teams) for women. 

5.3. If there is an ex aequo of the sum of BDPT ranking points, the team with the highest 

individual ranking will be considered (e.g. team A with ranking points 200+160 has 

priority over team B with ranking points 180+180). If there is still an ex aequo, toss will 

decide. 

5.4. The registered teams are divided onto groups of 4 teams (or 3 teams for the categories 

Men “C” and Women “B” if not fully registered). 

5.5. For each category, the 4 teams with the highest sum of BDPT ranking points will be the 

seeds. If there is an ex aequo of the sum of ranking points, see 5.3. 

Example for 8 teams (2 groups of 4): the 2 teams with the highest sum of BDPT 

ranking points will be respectively seeds of the 1st and 2nd groups. The 3rd and 4th seed 

will be placed at the 2nd place of the groups by draw. The other teams are placed by 

draw (from left to right through the groups). 
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 Group A Group B 

1. Seed 1 Seed 2 

2. Seed 3 or 4 Seed 3 or 4 

3. Unseeded Unseeded 

4. Unseeded Unseeded 

Example for 16 teams (4 groups of 4): the 2 teams with the highest sum of BDPT 

ranking points will be respectively seeds of the 1st and 2nd groups. The 3rd and 4th seed 

will be seeds of the 3rd and 4th groups by draw. The other teams are placed by draw 

(from left to right through the groups).  

 Group A Group B Group C Group D 

1. Seed 1 Seed 2 Seed 3 or 4 Seed 3 or 4 

2. Unseeded Unseeded Unseeded Unseeded 

3. Unseeded Unseeded Unseeded Unseeded 

4. Unseeded Unseeded Unseeded Unseeded 

 

5.6. After the group draw is published, the following must be applied:  

 A team in wich only 1 player is available can:  

o Replace* 1 player but only up to 3 days (72h) before the tournament 

o If within 3 days (72h) before the tournament, see next point 

 A team (both players) that is not available can:  

o Be replaced* by a reserve team 

o Unregister from the tournament (on the premise that the team is in a 

group of 4 teams) 

o If the team is in a group of 3, and there is no replacement, this will result 

in a Forfait (non excusé) or a Walk-over (excusé) depending on the 

reason 

o The registration fee will be fully refunded in case of a Walk-over 

(excusé) which must be proven by a medical certificate (to be received 

within 96h after tournament). 

 The following is not allowed:  

o 2 teams may not split up and form new teams, except if there are 2 

teams in which only 1 player is available and there are no reserve 

teams. In the latter case the new team will be placed in place of the 

withdrawn team that has the hightest ranking points 

o Teams cannot be switched between groups 

o A team can not be moved from a group of 4 to a group of 3 

o No changes can be made that disturb the seeds and the split in the 

categories 

* The replacement cannot disturb the seeds and the split in the categories, see also 

 example in annex A. 
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5.7. The ranking of the groups is determined as follows:  

 Match winners receive 2 points, match losers receive 0 points 

 In case of ex aequo the final group ranking is determined based on: 

o Ex aequo between 2 teams: Match between those 2 teams is decisive. 

o Ex aequo between 3 teams: Only the match scores between those 3 

teams are taken into account to define the ranking. The 3 teams are 

ranked based on the best saldo win-loss of the sets. If this saldo is 

equal, the best saldo of win-loss games is taken into account. If an ex 

aequo remains, the number of lost games is considered. If there is no 

distinction between the 3 teams, the lot decides. If at one point, an ex 

aequo between 2 teams remains (i.e. no difference in saldo sets/games 

and lost games), the rules for “ex aequo between 2 teams” is applied. 

5.8. All teams of each group qualify for the final phase with placement for all players (no 

direct elimination) as follows:  

 Category with 8 teams:  

o Semi finals between A1 – B2 and A2 – B1 followed by the final and a 

match for the 3rd/4th place 

o For the 5th to 8th place: matches between A3 – B4 and A4 – B3 followed 

by matches for the 5th/6th and 7th/8th place 

 Category with 16 teams:  

o Semi finals between A1 – C1 and B1 – D1 followed by the final and a 

match for the 3rd/4th place 

o For the 5th to 8th place: matches between A2 – C2 and B2 – D2 followed 

by matches for the 5th/6th and 7th/8th place 

o For the 9th to 12th place: matches between A3 – C3 and B3 – D3 

followed by matches for the 9th/10th and 11th/12th place 

o For the 13th to 16th place: matches between A4 – C4 and B4 – D4 

followed by matches for the 13th/14th and 15th/16th place 

5.9. Players cannot be replaced in the final phase. 

6. BDPT RANKING AND RACE TO BELGIAN CHAMPIONSHIP 

6.1. The Belgian Deaf Padel Tour tournaments count towards the “BDPT ranking” and 

towards the ranking “Race to Belgian Championship”. 

6.2. After each tournament, the rankings will be updated and published. 

6.3. Ranking points will be awarded to the BDPT ranking and the Race to Belgian 

Championship ranking according to the achieved place in the tournament and the 

category. 
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6.4. The “BDPT ranking” takes into account all tournaments (3 rounds and the Belgian 

Championship) that took place over the past 52 weeks. In practice, this means the 3 

most recent rounds and the last Belgian Championship (except for the Masters 2022). 

In 2022-2023 there will be a transition period when the ranking will be established after 

the 1st and 2nd round of 2022-2023. Thereby, the points obtained from the 2021-2022 

season (according to the old points system) will be multiplied by a factor of 3 so that 

the old and new points system give comparable points. 

The “Race to Belgian Championship ranking” takes into account all tournaments (3 

rounds) of the current season. A new season and a new ranking starts after each 

Belgian Championship (Masters). 

6.5. For both rankings, a weighted average of the best 2 tournament results is used based 

on the number of played tournaments:  

 2 tournaments or more: average of the best 2 tournaments 

 1 tournament: 70% of the ranking points 

6.6. List of ranking points: 

 
Men/Women 

“A” 

Men/Women 

“B” 

Men 

“C” 

1) 300 150 75 

2) 240 120 60 

3) 200 100 50 

4) 180 90 45 

5) 160 80 40 

6) 140 70 35 

7) 120 60 30 

8) 100 50 25 

9)   20 

10)   15 

11)   10 

12)   5 

13-16)   5 

 

6.7. In case of ex aequo in the final individual ranking before the Belgian Championship 

(Masters), the following criteria are used in the following order (if 1 criterion is decisive, 

the next criteria are not taken into account): 

 Ranking point of the best tournament 

 Best saldo in win-loss matches 

 Best saldo in win-loss sets 

 Best saldo in win-loss games 

6.8. When a team Forfaits during the groups or final phase, those players do not receive 

ranking points for the Belgian Deaf Padel Tour. When a team gives a Walk-Over 

(legitimized/excusé) ranking points are given.  
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7. BELGIAN CHAMPIONSHIP –  MASTERS 

7.1. Only teams of which min. 1 player has the Belgian nationality are allowed. 

7.2. In total 16 pairs for men and 8 for women will be selected. 

7.3. The selection is based on the “Race to Belgian Championship ranking”. 

7.4. The highest ranked 16 men players (8 for women) are selected to participate at the 

Belgian Padel Championships. If one of these players does not participate, or if 

2 selected players form a team together, the next ranked player is invited. 

7.5. The selected players can choose a partner to enter the Belgian Championhsips. Only 

players who participated in at least one Belgian Deaf Padel Tour tournament can enter 

the Belgian Championships. 

7.6. The tournament format, the draw of the groups and final draws follow the same rules 

as the Belgian Deaf Padel Tour tournaments based on 8 teams by category (Men “A”, 

Men “B” and Women). 

7.7. The final and the match for the 3rd/4th place will be played to 2 winning sets first to 6, 

with 3rd set super tie-break and with Gold Point. 

7.8. Players earn ranking points for the Belgium Deaf Padel Tour ranking following 6.6. 

8. BELGIAN CHAMPIONSHIP FOR VETERANS 

8.1. The Belgian Championship for veterans is open for men +45 years and women +40 

years. 

8.2. Players can participate in the year they turn 45 for men or 40 for women. 

8.3. Only teams of which min. 1 player has the Belgian nationality are allowed. 

8.4. The tournament format, the draw of the groups and final draws follow the same rules 

as the Belgian Deaf Padel Tour tournaments based on 8 teams by category (Men “A”, 

Men “B” and Women). 

8.5. No ranking points can be earned here. 

9. RULES OF PLAY 

9.1. The rules of “Padel by Tennis Vlaanderen” and AFT apply. 

9.2. The BDPT will award a “walk over” (WO) forfeit to players who are not on the court 

ready to play 10 minutes after the official start time of the match. Except in cases 

where the BDPT considers that it is a case of “force majeure”. 

When the schedules correspond one after the other: the beginning of the next match is 

considered as 5 minutes after the end of the previous match, but not 10 minutes earlier 

than the official start time (if the previous match ended quickly). 

9.3. There will ba a mandatory 5-minute warm-up between players. 
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9.4. Once the match has started, the following time rules apply: 

 Maximum 20 seconds between points 

 Maximum 90 seconds to change sides 

 Maximum 120 seconds of rest after the end of a set. This rest period starts from 

the moment the last point of the set is played until the 1st serve of the next set 

 Maximum 20 seconds when changing sides during a tie-break 

 

9.5. It may be that a match has to be stopped due to rain, an accident et cetera. When the 

match is resumed, the following rules apply: 

 The players have the right to warm up again before the resumption. The 

following times apply for this purpose: 

o 0-5 minutes: no warm-up 

o 6-20 minutes: 3 minutes warm-up 

o 21+ minutes: 5 minutes warm-up 

 The match will be restarted exactly as it was stopped. This refers to the score, 

the player serving, the place on the court et cetera. 

 In case of an injury to a treatable medical condition in one of the players, a stop 

of 3 minutes is allowed, this may be repeated in the 2 following changes of side, 

but within the time allowed. 

 Players may only receive medical attention once, you cannot transfer this to 

your partner. 

 In the event of an accident which is not a direct result of the game, but which 

affects one of the players, the BDPT may allow a maximum stoppage of 15 

minutes. 

 When a player has a blood wound, he is not allowed to continue playing. 

 

9.6. Access to the padel courts and chairs/seats for the players must be safeguarded at all 

times. No public is there allowed. 
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Annex A: example to explain the rules for replacing 1 player or 
team without disturbing the seeds and the split in the categories 

 

 

Category B Category A lowest ranking team #8A - 150

group 1 group 2

4 seeds #1 - 140 140 120 Category C top ranking team #1C - 70

#2 - 120 110 100

#3 - 110 90 85

#4 - 100 75 75

1 team wants to replace 1 player or to withdraw: X = place of this team

Case 1:  team to change/withdraw is unseeded

new team > 100
(#4)

70 < new team < 100
(#1C) (#4)

new team < 70
(#1C)

Case 2:  team to change/withdraw is seeded #3 or #4

new team > 120
(#2)

70 < new team < 120
(#1C) (#2)

new team < 70
(#1C)

Case 3:  team to change/withdraw is seeded #1 or #2

new team > 150
(#8A)

70 < new team < 150
(#1C) (#8A)

new team < 70
(#1C)

new team not allowed

X = new team

X = #1C and repeat the process in the next category

to fill in the place of #1C

new team not allowed

X = new team

X = #1C and repeat the process in the next category

to fill in the place of #1C

new team not allowed

X = new team

X = #1C and repeat the process in the next category

to fill in the place of #1C


